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Register for 718 
(dissertation)

Create  your dissertation 
committee and submit the digital 

form for Graduate School 
approval

Once your committee is 
approved, with 

guidance from your 
committee, begin 

drafting the proposal

Schedule proposal 
defense with your 

committee 

Submit the digital schedule form 
to Graduate School no later than 
the 20th of the month prior to the 

month you want to defend. 
Include an electronic copy  of the 

proposal

Complete all required training 
through CITI (RCR and all others 

that apply to your research)

Does study require IRB, 
IACUC, or IBC compliance 

committee approval?

•No--proceed with 
process

•Yes—DO NOT 
COLLECT DATA 
UNTIL THIS STEP 
IS COMPLETE

Advisor submits required 
application to compliance 

committee

Advisor forwards copy of 
compliance committee 

approval letter to 
student for submission 

with proposal documents 
to TDS

With advisor approval, submit the 
digital proposal submission form 

with all required documents

TDS performs format review and 
returns  an approval email to 

student (with a copy to advisor) with 
a Reviewer's Checklist noting 

corrections to make  when drafting 
final document
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